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The Position of Indigenous People in Family

Mediation Sessions:
Taking the Nantou District Court as an Example

Grace Ying-Fang Tsai

Abstract

This article argues that the state law appears to play a dominant role in the
interactions of plural regulatory orders in the family mediation sessions. However,
indigenous customary rules might be able to be preserved through reaching the
agreements between the disputing parties. It is suggested that the members of the
churches and the tribes should be taken into account as parts of the family support system
of indigenous parents in the visitation reports of custody evaluation made by social
workers. Court interpreters should be appointed to help indigenous parties express their
claims and thoughts. Preliminary injunctions should be claimed so as to ensure that the
child maintenance fee could also be received before the rulings of maintenance could be
made. The payment rules of the Legal Aid Foundation should also be readjusted so that

the lawyers could be encouraged to help indigenous clients withdraw family cases in

family mediation sessions.

Keywords: legal pluralism, family mediation, indigenous people, customary law, legal

aid.
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